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research about undocumented mexican 
00:07 
migrations has focused on the movement 
00:09 
to and from the u.s 
00:11 
but what do we know about other 
00:12 




my name is paloma villegas and i'm a 
00:16 




i'm here to introduce my book north of 
00:21 




the book published by university of 
00:26 
british columbia press 
00:28 
is the culmination of over a decade of 
00:30 
research with and about mexican 
00:31 
migrations in canada 
00:33 
focusing on migrants with permanent 
00:34 
residence and citizenship living in the 
00:36 
city of toronto 
00:38 
the book parallels my own migration 
00:39 




in 2006 i migrated to canada for my phd 
00:46 
after having lived undocumented in the 
00:48 
us for almost 15 years 
00:50 
the combination of my life experiences 
00:51 
and academic training 
00:53 
led me to want to understand what i 
00:54 
refer to as migrant legalization 
00:57 
that is the ways that laws and practices 
00:59 




and the consequences of those processes 
01:04 
on the lives of migrants 
01:06 




and resist those experiences in the u.s 
01:12 




wage theft fear of deportation as well 
01:17 




i wanted to see how these dynamics play 
01:23 
out north of el norte 
01:25 
or in canada canada presents an 
01:27 
interesting location to consider 
01:29 
as it often markets itself and is 
01:31 
imagined as a kinder 
01:32 
gentler alternative in north america the 
01:35 
book works to debunk that image and 
01:37 
present the violence canadian 
01:38 




my research brought together interviews 
01:44 




precarious status refers to an 
01:48 




and includes those who are undocumented 
01:53 




or asylum as referred to in the u.s in 
01:58 
addition to those interviews i also 
02:00 




to understand how mexican migrants were 
02:05 
described and imagined 
02:06 
during that time in the introduction 
02:09 
i outlined the book's theoretical 
02:11 




as an assemblage assemblage is a way to 
02:18 
think about different phenomena or 
02:19 
elements and how they 
02:20 




the first ways of knowing involves the 
02:26 








these ways of knowing are produced by 
02:34 




element these actors include politicians 
02:38 
reporters migrants and non-migrants 
02:41 
they can also be produced in or by 
02:43 




which includes schools the legal system 
02:48 
and the family 
02:50 
some of this knowledge is also supported 
02:52 




here think of biometrics surveillance 
02:57 
cameras and online tracking 
02:59 
finally the fifth component or element 
03:02 
of migrant illegalization 
03:04 
involves emotions or what i refer to as 
03:06 
ways of feeling 
03:08 
i examine how processes that criminalize 
03:10 
and often dehumanize migrants produce 
03:13 
different types of feelings 
03:14 








in space and time that is they are 
03:23 




so the local the provincial the federal 
03:29 
as well as 
03:30 
time for example link waiting for an 
03:32 
application to be adjudicated 
03:34 
the time spent doing back-breaking labor 
03:36 
and migrants hopes for the future 
03:39 
one key concept that i employed 
03:41 
throughout the book is that of aguantar 
03:44 
aguantar is spanish for bearing 
03:46 
tolerating and enduring 
03:48 
it's an emotional process what some 
03:50 
folks might refer to as 
03:51 




that is aguanta implies a strategic 
03:58 
enduring and waiting for better 
03:59 
conditions now the book is divided into 
04:02 
three sections each prefaced by the 
04:04 
poetry of jesus maya 
04:06 
whose work describes both the mexican 
04:08 
context and the social exclusion of 
04:10 
migrants in canada 
04:11 
the first section titled immigration 
04:13 
trajectories focuses on the reasons 
04:15 
mexicans traveled to canada 
04:17 
and the bordering practices they 
04:19 
experienced chapter one 
04:21 
outlines the situations that led 
04:22 
participants to migrate which i referred 
04:25 
to as a generalized in securitization 
04:28 




and the effects of neoliberal 
04:33 
restructuring as well as the dangers 
04:35 
produced by the so-called war on drugs 
04:37 
that intensified in the mid 2000s 
04:40 
for some participants it also included 
04:42 




so participants discuss facing 
04:46 
discrimination based on their gender 
04:48 
their race ethnicity sexual orientation 
04:50 
and political affiliation 
04:53 
chapter two takes on the story to the 
04:56 








admittance into the country most 
05:05 
participants travel to canada as 
05:07 
tourists with the intention of staying 
05:08 
past their expiration 
05:10 
of their allowed stay those participants 
05:12 
recounted being interrogated by 
05:14 
immigration officials about their 
05:16 
reasons for visiting 
05:17 
including how much money they had and 
05:19 
what they planned to do in canada 
05:21 




these individuals were asked to relive 
05:26 
their trauma at the airport 
05:28 
in order to be granted the opportunity 
05:30 
to even initiate an application 
05:33 
in some these experiences were stressful 
05:35 
and often humiliating 
05:37 
they also illustrate the resourcefulness 
05:39 
















the rationale for the policy was that 
05:55 
the number of mexicans seeking asylum 
05:57 
had grown exponentially in the 2000s 
05:59 
the canadian government argued that most 
06:01 
of these cases were quote-unquote bogus 
06:04 
since a large percentage were rejected 
06:06 
by the immigration and refugee board 
06:08 
i argue that the rejection illustrated 
06:10 
bias from immigration judges 
06:12 
who saw mexico as quote unquote safe 
06:15 
despite the growing insecuritization 
06:18 
for example one participant libertad 
06:21 
recounted hearing stories of judges 
06:22 
asking asylum seekers 
06:24 
quote which country are you talking 
06:26 
about i just came 
06:27 
back from cancun and it was beautiful 
06:30 




policy as a multi-faceted border 
06:37 
first it was a social border it depicted 
06:39 
mexican asylum seekers as quote-unquote 
06:42 
bogus and therefore 
06:43 
criminalized them second it prevented 
06:45 




finally it affected undocumented 
06:51 
mexicans already in canada who were 
06:53 
forced to stay in the country for longer 
06:55 
periods of time 
06:56 
for fear that they would not be allowed 
06:58 
to return in the future 
07:00 
after the visa policy was implemented 
07:02 
the number of asylum 
07:04 
applications made by mexicans plummeted 
07:06 
narrowing the avenues for protection for 
07:08 
persecuted mexicans across the world 
07:12 
the second section of the book titled 
07:14 
immigration status trajectories 
07:16 
focuses on understanding the strategies 
07:18 




their longing for secure status and the 
07:23 




so chapter four focuses on participants 
07:30 
access to asylum 
07:31 




onerous as well as punctuated by the 
07:37 
uncertainty of whether an 
07:38 
applicant's case will be accepted given 
07:41 




the chapter also examines how 
07:46 
immigration policies passed in 2012 
07:49 
made it more difficult for mexicans to 
07:50 




the policies identified mexico as a 
07:55 
quote-unquote safe country 
07:57 
despite growing reports of organized 
07:59 
crime forced disappearances 
08:01 
and general license security in mexico 
08:04 
chapter five focuses on other avenues 
08:07 








the chapter outlines the story of 
08:15 
berenice a lesbian who left mexico 
08:17 
because of gender-based violence and 
08:19 




she applied for asylum and was rejected 
08:25 
before facing deportation 
08:27 




however her spouse who was also her 
08:33 
supervisor at work 
08:34 
sexually harassed her berenice had to 
08:37 
aguantar or to endure the violence for a 
08:39 
period of time 
08:40 
in order to receive her status the story 
08:43 
illustrates the ways that being 
08:45 
resourceful and finding alternatives 
08:47 
does not diminish the violence that 
08:49 
migrants endure in their attempts to 
08:50 
find security and in particular 
08:52 
secure immigration status now the last 
08:55 
section of the book is entitled 
08:57 
internal and interlocking borders the 
09:00 
section explores the ways that borders 
09:02 




but also extend inward in fact migrants 
09:08 
often carry borders on their bodies 
09:11 
one way this happens is when migrants 
09:12 
interact with institutions and 
09:14 




another way is when migrants interact 
09:19 
with other migrants and non-migrants 
09:22 
chapter 6 examines the limited access to 
09:25 




canada has a universal health care 
09:29 




asylum seekers have some limited health 
09:33 
care access and undocumented 
09:36 




participants waited to receive care 
09:41 
which as you can imagine can have 
09:43 
negative long-term consequences 
09:45 
and exacerbate chronic conditions 
09:48 
as time went on however some built 
09:50 
connections that led them to learn about 
09:52 




in that sense social networks were 
09:57 
fundamental to how participants 
09:59 
navigated the city 
10:00 




chapter 7 outlines the employment 
10:06 
landscape for participants 
10:09 
upon arrival most participants worked in 
10:11 
factories construction and restaurants 
10:14 
now similar to healthcare i examined the 
10:16 
networks that participants built across 
10:18 
time to learn about employment 
10:20 




the final chapter asks given the 
10:25 




in their day-to-day lives what practices 
10:30 
do they engage in to make their lives 
10:32 
more meaningful for a number of 
10:33 








dance and filmmaking i begin the chapter 
10:43 
by analyzing a short film 
10:45 
about jesus maya's poem canciones which 
10:47 
depicts the multi-dimensional lives of 
10:49 
migrants engaged in precarious working 
10:51 
conditions in canada 
10:53 
and they're yearning to incorporate art 
10:55 
into their lives 
10:56 
this helps to debunk the idea that 
10:58 
migrants are always suffering 
11:00 
or victims of exploitation while 
11:02 
migrants do experience structural 
11:03 
violence that constricts their mobility 
11:05 








they also practice citizenship and 
11:15 
belonging disrupting assumptions of 
11:17 




for those forms of participation for 
11:23 
instance when i asked huero 
11:25 
how engaging in creative practices 
11:26 
changed his life he said quote 
11:29 
it made it less flat the monotonous 
11:31 
aspect of an immigrant's life which is 
11:33 
to be always working 
11:34 
to always be worrying about bills it's a 
11:37 
vicious cycle no 
11:38 
it gave me the opportunity to feel alive 
11:41 
to feel creative 
11:42 




while creative practices were productive 
11:48 
avenues for creating meaningful lives 
11:50 
participants also experienced the 
11:52 
internal borders related to their status 
11:54 
and creative work 
11:56 
for example they experience limitations 
11:58 
applying for funding 
11:59 




they also face mobility restrictions 
12:05 
that meant losing important 
12:06 
opportunities to perform abroad 
12:09 
so drawing from these lessons the book 
12:11 




well i believe that highlighting the 
12:16 
resourcefulness of migrants who endure 
12:18 
wage theft and wait for the right time 
12:20 




i ask what would it mean for migrants to 
12:27 
not have to tolerate such conditions 
12:29 
what have we lost in terms of important 
12:31 
creative expressions and contributions 
12:33 
to our communities 
12:34 












thank you for listening and i hope you 
12:48 
have an opportunity to read the book 
 
 
